
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Dayton Bluffs Preserve May 20 Grand Opening in Ottawa 

April 25, 2017 

Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa is ready to open to the public after three years of extensive restoration work 
that includes the removal of invasive species from 150 acres of woodlands, the removal of two tons of trash 
from the ravines, and the planting of 90 acres back to good old Illinois prairie.  

A Grand Opening celebration is planned for Saturday, May 20 from 3 to 6 p.m. and will include an official 
unveiling of the new Site Master Plan, educational displays and children’s activities, and hikes and tours to 
explore this unique 253-acre preserve that harbors sacred Native American burial mounds, a pioneer 
cemetery, and many of the restored natural features.  

Following comments from local dignitaries, Joseph Standing Bear, president of Midwest SOARING 
Foundation, will perform a traditional Native American site blessing. The preserve includes 14 burial mounds 
and Native Americans have used the site for thousands of years for hunting, travel, and as sacred land. 

A fundraising party will follow from 7 to 10 p.m. at The Lone Buffalo, 812 La Salle St. in downtown Ottawa. 
Tickets are $50 each and can be purchased online through Eventbrite.  

The Conservation Foundation purchased the property in 2013 for $2.1 million with grants from the Illinois 
Clean Energy Community Foundation, Grand Victoria Foundation, and the Hamill Family Foundation. 
Through a unique partnership, The Conservation Foundation will lease the preserve to the city of Ottawa, 
which will oversee its daily operation.  

The preserve, which has more than a mile of Fox River frontage, multiple ravines, unique geological features, 
and several prehistoric archeological sites, received a high rating in an ecological study that inventoried high 
quality natural areas along the river.  

The restoration work is being led by the Friends of Dayton Bluffs Preserve, a volunteer group that has spent 
more than 5,000 hours of “elbow grease” hauling out trash, clearing invasive plants and shrubs, and assisting 
with controlled burns. The volunteers even spent time on mandated state training to qualify for permits to 
locate, clean up and re-erect grave markers in the preserve’s pioneer cemetery.  

The Site Master Plan focuses on comfort amenities such as a parking area, trails, restrooms, bluff overlooks, 
and education areas at the site.  

Dayton Bluffs preserve is located at 2997 Route 71, Ottawa 61341, between the I-80 interchange and north 
of Hank’s Farm Restaurant.  



The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the region’s oldest and 
largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF has 
helped preserve nearly 33,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, and 
educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  

Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in your 
neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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